
Safety Orientation for Rifle and Pistol Ranges 

This content does not supersede the Range Rules and Safety Plan on the Cuero Sportsmans 
Club website which MUST be read and understood completely.  

Principles of firearm safety on these ranges 

1) Always keep the muzzle of a firearm pointed in a safe direction. This is the most 
important rule of firearm safety. “Muzzling” and an accidental discharge could cause 
serious injury to yourself or others. Make it a habit to know where your firearm’s muzzle 
is pointed at all times, even when it is unloaded. When there is a need for someone to 
step in front of the firing line, such as placing or retrieving targets, long gun actions shall 
be opened and firearms placed in the vertical racks. This will prevent anyone facing a 
firearm’s muzzle regardless of whether the firearm was cleared and action opened. On 
the handgun ranges, when there is a need for someone to step in front of the firing line, 
opened then firearm placed auto-loading pistols shall be placed in a safe condition by 
removing cartridge from the chamber, magazine removed, slide locked back, and placed 
on bench. Revolvers shall have the cylinder opened and placed on bench .No handling of 
firearms until range has cleared and no one is in front of firing line. 

2) Never point your firearm at anything you do not intend to shoot. (Horseplay) 
3) Keep your finger off the trigger until you are ready to shoot and it is safe to do so. Keep 

your finger completely out of the trigger guard when loading or unloading a firearm and 
never pull the trigger when the safety is engaged. 

4) Before shooting, identify you target and its surrounding area. Only paper and approved 
metal targets are to be used but only in close proximity to the berms. Never fire in the 
direction where there is even the remotest possibility of a potential for a mishap. 

5) Every firearm is to be treated as if it were loaded and should be unloaded until ready to 
step up to a firing position. 

6) Use the proper ammunition. Check all ammunition before loading to make sure it 
matches exactly to your firearms requirements. 

7) Eye and ear protection must be worn while shooting 
8) Become very familiar with your firearm especially a new purchase or a different one that 

you are not accustomed to.  
9) Any substance that adversely affects a person’s judgement and ability to perform in a 

safe manner is prohibited.  
10) Use of binary triggers or “bump stocks” are prohibited. 


